Effect of transplanted osteogenic sarcoma on urinary RNA catabolites.
The usefulness of urinary RNA catabolites as markers for the early detection of a transplantable rat tumor and for the completeness of its resection was evaluated. The lack of correlation between tumor growth or size and the time of appearance of the elevated catabolites precludes their use for the early detection of cancer in this model. Complete removal of the tumor restored the elevated levels to normal but, if regrowth occurred, the elevated levels persisted, suggesting their possible use in monitoring the effectiveness of surgery. The data suggest that increased excretion of RNA catabolites is derived primarily from host tissue.